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PUSHING THE LIMIT
Beginning in 2009 with the Matrix X4, Audiotec  
Fischer’s Brax family of amplifiers were propelled for-
ward into a new dimension of sound reproduction.  But, 
for those of us who are left wanting more, we now intro-
duce the NEW Brax MX4 model amplifier. Now, let’s see 
if it passes our exclusive testing process.

To improve upon a product that 
is already considered great is 
a respectable goal. However, if 
that product has been originally 
designed without regard to cost 
or overall development time, 
then it becomes a truly ambi-
tious mission.  This is what has 
happened with Audiotec Fisch-
er’s Brax family of amplifiers.  
These amplifiers, all “Handmade 
in Germany”, have performed 
in the top echelon of amplifiers 
since the first generation was in-
troduced.
The original X-series of ampli-
fiers, introduced in 1996, were 
last redesigned into the Graphic 
series which, thanks to highly 
accurate, hand selected compo-
nents and silver wire reinforced 
PCB traces, are able to produce 
more power and have a marked-
ly improved sonic performance.

The Gold Standard
As if that wasn’t enough, with 
the introduction of the Matrix 
X4 model of amplifier in 2009, 
Audiotec Fischer once again 
proved why they are a leader in 
high-end amplifier design and 
manufacturing.  This amplifier 
produces more than double the 
power per channel and is tonally 
superior when compared to the 
X-series of amplifiers.  If some-
body would have asked the edi-
tors who attended the sound test 
for any ideas about improving 
the design, no one would have 
had a comment.
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MX4 3400 Euro
Vertrieb: Audiotec Fischer audiotec-fischer.com
Hünegräben 26, 57392 Schmallenberg
Top & Flop
Å traumhafter Klang
Å enorm gut verarbeitet
Å kanalgetrennte Pegelregler
Í echter High-End-Preis

Besonderheiten/Ausstattung

– Eingangsempfindlichkeit (kanalgetrennt)
– Cinch-Eingang
– Toslink-Digital-Eingang (lautstärkegeregelt)
– Anschluss für Powercap
– lüfterloser Kühlkörper
– innenliegende Sicherung mit 6 x 25 Ampere

Messergebnisse
Ausgangsleistung (13,8 V / 1% Klirr) 
4 x 270 Watt an 4 Ω (129 A)
4 x 275 Watt an 2 Ω (144 A)
4 x 281 Watt an 2 Ω (147 A)
Klirrfaktor (P/2 an 4 Ω) 0,05 %
Klirrfaktor (5 W an 4 Ω) 0,19 %
Rauschabstand 105 dB
Dämpfungsfaktor
Bass  623
Höhen 878
Wirkungsgrad (P/2 an 4 Ω) 44,5 %
Stabilität (4 Ω/2 Ω) entfällt
Maße (B x H x T) 360 x 79 x 360 mm

Messdiagramme

Klirrspektrum

Sauber abfallende Klirrkomponenten, K2 höher als 
K3.

Frequenzgang

Sehr linearer Frequenzgang, Abfall erst knapp 
 unterhalb von 20 kHz, keine Filter.

Qualität (max. 50)

Klang (50 von 50)

Technik  (Summe, max. 50)

Leistung (21 von 30)

Ausstattung (entfällt)

Verarbeitung (20 von 20)
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Today though, we have the 
answer to that query lying in 
front of us; introducing the new 
Brax MX4 amplifier.  This am-
plifier will be positioned above 
the Matrix and X series models 
and as is tradition, is wearing 
serial number 0001 signifying 
that it is the first unit from the 
initial production run.

Creating Perfection
From the outside the MX4 is 
typical of Brax amplifier de-
sign.  From the precise lines 
of the massive heatsink to the 
satiny brushed finish, available 
in both black and silver, the 
design is pure understatement 
providing for a true high-end 
appearance.
With dimensions measuring 
36cm x 36cm and an increased 
height of 7.9cm, the MX4 is 
physically larger than it‘s pre-
decessor the X4.  But, the dif-
ferences between the two do 
not end there.  Looking inside 
the MX4 illustrates many of the 
new design features devloped 
over the last two years.  Even 
though many parallels can 

drawn between these two mod-
els there are also a number of 
fundamental differences as well.

New Pre-amplifier Section
One example of the differences 
is in the redesigned pre-amplifi-
er section.  The new MX4 now 
sports two optical stereo toslink 

inputs compared to the bal-
anced analog inputs found on 
the previous X4 model.
As with any digital input, there 
has to be a D/A convertor capa-
ble of recreating the signal into 
an analog form.  To accomplish 
this, Brax uses only the finest 
components available from Burr-

Brown, a leading manufacturer in 
electronic components.  One primary 
reason for the change to the optical 
inputs is to ensure it’s compatibility 
with future Brax products such as the 
forthcoming DSP processor as well 
as others in development.
Other elements of the input section 
include seperate input configuration 
and impedance selector switches, 4 
gold plated RCA inputs and individ-
ual channel input sensitivity controls.
Another major difference to it’s pre-
desessor is in the new layout and 
design of the power supply section.  
The four chrome capped, sealed 
transformers, typical of Brax designs, 
utilize a unique core material to maxi-
mize their efficiency with the fewest 
required windings.  Another key com-
ponent of the power supply are the 
large storage capacitors. Differing 
from the X4 design with its central 
board mounting location of these ca-
pacitors, the MX4 moves them closer 
to the output rail assemblies thus 
shortening the electrical pathways 
and improving overall efficiency.
Finally, in an effort to reduce internal 
resistance, the MX4 moves away 
from the external fuse that the X4 
model used in favor of six internal 
25amp fuses connected at the input 
point.

Best Sound of All Time
In lab tests, the MX4 was unwaver-
ing in its output thanks to its regu-
lated power supply ensuring con-
stant power output at 4, 2 and 1 Ohm 

impedances.  With measured power 
output of 4 x 270, 4 x 275 and 4 x 
281 watts respectively, the MX4 am-
plifier needs neither hide norcapitu-
late in the face of different speaker 
loads.  Couple this with a signal-to-
noise ratio of 105dB and a damping 
factor over 900 proves this amplifier 
is pure high-end.

And the sound quality is as awe-
some as the measured values.  The 
amplifier‘s performance is extremely 
powerful, incredibly controlled, pre-
cise and unfazed.  Without any sonic 
compromise it plays exactly what 
is recorded on the CD.  When the 
song is something beautiful, quiet 
and emotional the MX4 becomes 
a romanticist. When the track is a 
groovy technobeat she turns to be 

a limelight hog. Whatever you want 
the MX4 affords it to you.  When 
compared to the Matrix X4 it is the 
sum total of all the finite subtleties 
like the nuance of better staging and 
bouncing dynamics in the bass that 
legitimizes the given maximum 50 
points for sound quality which has 
happened for the first time in the his-
tory of autohifi magazine.

If a competitor to this amplifier 
comes out then we will certainly re-
valuate our findings but until then the 
BRAX MX4 is world’s best sounding 
amplifier we ever have tested. Con-
gratulations!

Unique: The chrome-plated caps, in which the transformers and coils are sealed, are typical of BRAX clas-
sics. The new order of the power supply components is used to shorten the lines of the power consumers for 
reducing the loss of power.

Premiere: Our test sample 
of the BRAX MX4 has the 
serial number 0001.

New (upper picture): Be-
side the line inputs there 
are now also optical digi-
tal-inputs.
lower picture: The regu-
lated power supply of the 
MX4 with four central 
transformators is sup-
ported by big capacitors 
and coils.

Massive: The power and 
speaker terminals are typically 
BRAX-like.


